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Major Greenhouse Gases

There are four major types of greenhouse gas emitted in Australia:

Å Carbon dioxide (CO2), which represents 74.3%ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
comes primarily from the combustion of fossil fuels

Å Methane (CH4), which represents 20.2%ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
comes primarily from cattle and other livestock (enteric fermentation), 
and is also emitted from major waste disposal sites

Å Nitrous oxide (N2O), which represents 4.3% ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
comes from the production and use of nitrogen fertilizer

Å Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), halocarbons and other manufactured gases, 
which represent 1.1% ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜused in refrigeration 
systems and other manufactured equipment 

Greenhouse gas is typically measured in tonnes of carbon 
dioxide equivalent gases emitted (tCO2

-e). 



How Much Greenhouse Gas is 
Tasmania Responsible For?
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Tasmania in an 
International Context
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Is This A Lot Compared With The 
Rest Of Australia?
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Tasmania in a 
National Context
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Comparative Emissions

Emissions (tCO2
-e) Per Capita

Northern Territory 76.8

Queensland 40.7

Western Australia 33.5

New South Wales 23.2

Victoria 23.1

South Australia 18.7

Tasmania 17.2

ACT .05

Australia 28.1

Ratios derived from 2006 emissions data and 2007 ABS demographic statistics.



Where Do Our Emissions 
Come From?
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Do Tasmanians Care?
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Undecided
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Believers
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Activists
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Source: Roy Morgan database ïSeptember 2007.  

Sample size: 3024 people (Provided courtesy of 

Clemengers)

Tasmanian Attitudes
to Climate Change



So ... What Should Our 
Target Be?
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Changes Since 1990
Transport: + 18% 
Agriculture: - 2.7%
LULUCF: - 95%
Waste: - 14%
Manufacturing and 
Construction: + 35%
Energy Industries: - 23%



Ok ... So ... What Are We Going 
To Do About It?
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Current Government 
Actions

ÅSet an emissions reduction target for the state

ÅAudit our emissions

ÅEmissions Reduction Plans for all government departments

ÅIntroduce minimum greenhouse standards for all government vehicles

ÅReview our use of passenger transport and suggest changes

ÅSupport the Aust Sustainable Schools Initiative

ÅEstablish the Tasmanian Climate Action Council

ÅImprove energy efficiency in our public housing

ÅCreate new Community Grants Program

ÅIntroduce a community ad campaign ïearn your stars

ÅEstablish informative website ïwww.climatechange.tas.gov.au
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